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2026 Skye Corncrake bioacoustic summary. PPD analysis. 

Robert Arnold, Shelagh Parlane. 1/8/2026. 

 

In 2026, like 2025, I have analysed 3 syllables in each recording rather than 5 to 

make less work. Recordings with unanalysable pulses are mapped and labelled 

Rec26-99. 

162 recordings were analysed (63 recorded by SP), recorded by 33 people.  

I estimate there were 28 calling males. There were two females recorded. 

Two adults together, ‘soft calling’ and ‘parental calling’ were recorded briefly and 

identified with camera trap images. See “The variety of Corncrake calls”. Some infra-

red images and videos of calling males were obtained. 

 

There were 20 to 30 calling males detected by PPD analysis in 2025. Of these 

calling males from 2025 there are 11 patterns in 2026 which could be returning birds 

and so there were about 10-20 non-returners, which is approximately 50% of the 

2025 males. 

 

For information on method and theory see; 

Scottish Birds paper on bioacoustic tracking Corncrakes on Skye (March 2025) 
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Timeline 2026

https://robertarnold.co.uk/crex/The%20variety%20of%20Corncrake%20calls-2a.pdf
https://robertarnold.co.uk/crex/Ardmore%202026-04-25%20crex%20video_174.mp4
https://www.robertarnold.co.uk/crex/SB45%281%29%20Corncrake%20v2.pdf
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PPD patterns for 2026 
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Maps for 2026 

North Skye 

Showing all recordings 

 

Females calling 
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Recorded by;  Shelagh, Liz, Robert, Andy, Ewan, Nancy, Diane, Robyn 
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Rec26-1 Ardmore
23rd April to 31st July 2026

1117- robert ardmore IR crex video_268.Table-qu5

1107-Ardmore west 1 closer -20july2026-0120-shelagh-qu5

1086-Ardmore west 2july2026-1554-shelagh-qu3-4

1077-Ardmore west field 29june2026-1657-Robyn-qu4-5

1075-West field Ardmore -20june2026-0036-shelagh and Robyn-qu3

1062-2026-06-23 0024 Jun 23 • Ardmore Point, Scotland, GB car park-qu5

1057-robert ardmore 2026-06-21 11_39-qu4

1051 Trumpan church 15June2026-0130-Nancy & Diane-qu1-2

1007-Willies west field 27 May 2026 - 0122-shelagh-qu4

1001-Trumpan church-26may2026-1225-Ewan and Mimi-qu4-5

983-bird1-Ardmore andy brooke 2-birds 13May2026 VID-20260513-WA0009-qu5

953-27-4-26 robert ardmore crex skulking and calling daytime near float-2-qu5

950-Ardmore crex 2026-04-25 23_31 robert-qu5

951-Ardmore crex 2026-04-25 23_22 robert-qu5

979-Bitacora 11May2026-1422-NG2240060800-Liz myhill-qu5

947-23-4-26 ardmore shelagh VID-20260423-WA0007-qu3

948-2 Ardmore Belows bitacora 23 April 2026 1718 NG 22477 60882-qu5
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Recorded by;  Shelagh, Robert, Nancy, Audiomoth 
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Rec26-3 Ardmore
27th April to 20th July 2026 

1109-Ardmore middle 20july2026-01-shelagh-qu5

1114-moth-20260621_231500-qu5

1060-moth ardmore 20260615_222000-qu5

1116-moth-20260620_000000-qu5

1059-moth ardmore 20260608_000000-qu4-5

1034-2 Ardmore carpark 1June2026-shelagh-qu4-5

987-Carpark guy 14May2026-1314-ng pin to follow-shelagh VIDEO-2026-05-14-19-
12-42-qu4-5
964-Davy 2 Ardmore 1may26-0028-NG 22541 60866-shelagh Nancy-mushy-qu3-4

960-davys robert 28-4-26 two birds davys second crex video_217-qu3-4

954-Davy naylor 27 April 2026 1823ng -shelagh-qu3
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Recorded by;  Debs, Robert A, Nancy, Shelagh, Robert M 
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Rec26-4  Geary-Ardmore-Waternish farm
25th April to 1st June 2026 

1044-robert m farm oans 1-6-26 New Recording 3-qu5

1026-robert m farm 26-5-26 26th May yard-qu3

1025-waternish farm oans robert m 14-5-26 14 May Oans-qu4

965-2 ArdmoreGorse 1may2026-0041-NG 22325 61008- Nancy and shelagh-qu5

959-ardmore bales robert 28-4-26 third crex video_215-qu5

958-ardmore bales robert third crex video_212-qu4-5

952-25April2026-2210-ng2662-debs Bradshaw-qu3-4
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Recorded by;  Robert, Andy 
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Rec26-12 Ardmore
28th April to 13th May 2026 

984-bird2-Ardmore andy brooke 2-birds 13May2026 VID-20260513-WA0009-
qu3-4

985-bird2-Ardmore andy brooke 2-birds 13May2026 VID-20260513-WA0002-
qu3-4

956-davys robert phone ardmore 2026-04-28 22_52-qu5



9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recorded by;  Shelagh 
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Rec26-15 Ardmore
27th April to 20th July 2026 

1108-Ardmore west 2 closer -20july2026-0134-shelagh-qu5

1037-East field verge 1June2026-0031-shelagh-qu5

1004-East field verge 27May2026-0132-shelagh-qu5

989-Ardmore East field road verge 16May2026-0156-shelagh-qu5

949-Cairn Geal 31_ Geary 27 April 2026 0105 NG 26476217-shelagh-qu4
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Recorded by;  Christine, Robert 
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Rec26-25  Ardmore
31st May to 19th July 2026 

1112-2026-07-19 2028 Jul 19 • Highland Council, Scotland, GB 9-10-11-qu5

1033-6 Ardmore 31May2026-1200-Christine MacLean-qu5



11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recorded by;  Robert, Shelagh, Christine 
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Rec26-27 Pairc-Ardmore
28th April to 20th July 2026 

1110-Ardmore east verge 20july2026-0149-shelagh-qu5

1104-ardmore 2026-07-19 2016 Jul 19 •burn Manish, Scotland, GB 3 and 4.-qu5

1100-Ardmore -13july2026-1800-Christine Maclean-qu4

1076-1hallin park 30june2026-0015-shelagh and Robyn-qu5

1058-robert 1 hallin park 20260621 1942 Isle Of Skye Scotland-qu5

1049-CORNCRAKE ~ 1 HALLIN PARK COTTAGE ~ R09_0003 ~ 11 June 2026 @ 00.11-
qu5
1040-Pairc mhoir 1june2026-0124-shelagh-qu4-5

1048-Crex pairc robert 2026-06-07 23_16-qu3-4

1022-pairc robert 2026-05-28 22_54-qu4-5
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Recorded by:  Robert, Shelagh, Isla, Ross 
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Rec26-28 Ardmore
23rd June to 29th July 2026 

1118-11-12 Geary 29july2026-1301-shelagh isla ross-qu5

1105-2 Ardmore 20july2026-0104-shelagh-qu5

1074-Davys-Ardmore-30june2026-0105-shelagh-qu5

1061 23-6-26 ardmore davys robert 2026-06-23 00_17-qu5



13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recorded by;  Audiomoth, Robert 
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Rec26-34 Ardmore 
21st June to 19th July 2026

1103-2026-07-19 2020 Jul 19 • Manish, Scotland, GB 5 and 6-qu5

1113-moth-120260623_173500-qu5

1115-moth-20260621_220000-qu5
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Recorded by;  Cathy, Robert, Donnie, Shelagh 
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Rec26-2  Geary-Monkstadt
28th April to 18th May 2026 

1011-Monkstadt 2 -18May2026-0134-shelagh-qu5

961-donnie 25-4-26 geary roadend VID-20260429-WA0003-qu2-3

957-robert sillance croft 28-4-27 geary video_203-qu5

955-27-4-26 Cathy Sillance 10pm VID-20260428-WA0000-qu4-5
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Recorded by;  Shelagh, Nancy, Aileen, Sam 

 

 

 

  

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Rec26-5  Stein-Scuddiburgh
30th April to 5th May 2026 

975-Scuddiburgh 5May2026-2341-NG 38058 65535-shelagh-qu5

974-Sam 4-5-26 stein AUD-20260505-WA0000-qu5

972-aileen stein 3-5-26 AUD-20260504-WA0001-qu5

971-Sam Stein 2-5-26 AUD-20260503-WA0000-qu5

967-Stein 30 april2026 2256- NG 261 567-shelagh Nancy-qu5
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Recorded by;  Sandaidh 
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Rec26-7  Camuslusta
3rd May to 11th May 2026 

981-Camuslusta sandaidh 11-5-26 11-40-qu4-5

973-3-5-26 Sandaidh Camuslusta 93E25B81-C07A-4231-BCC4-D5F8AE447494-
qu3-4
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Recorded by;  Sandaidh, Shelagh 
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Rec26-11 Camuslusta
11th May to 16th May 2026

992-Lusta 16May2026-0101-shelagh-qu3-4

980-Camuslusta sandaidh 11-5-26 11-40-qu5
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Recorded by;  Shelagh, Sandaidh, Robyn 
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Rec26-13  Stein-N. Cuil-Camuslusta-
Ardmore 

15th May to 20th July 2026

1106-Ardmore loch 20July2026-0112-shelagh-qu5

1072-Ardmore substation 30june2026-0109-shelagh-qu3

1069-Ardmore substation-29june2026-1607-shelagh and Robyn-qu4-5

1068-Ardmore loch 29 June 2026 - Robyn-qu2-3

1063-camuslusta sandaidh 07-37 23rd june ScreenRecording_06-23-2026 12-
36-15_1-qu4-5
1014-N Cuil 28may2026-0005-shelagh-qu5

995-North Cùil 20 May 2026- 0011-shelagh-qu5

990-Skyeskyns-16May2026-0113-shelagh-qu4-5

1119-Skyeskyns 15may2026-0000-Aileen-qu4-5
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Recorded by:  Shelagh 
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Rec26-16  Stein-Waternish farm
15th May to 1st June 2026

1041-Waternish farm yard 1june2026-0201-shelagh-qu5

1006-Waternish farm yard 27 may2026-0215-shelagh-qu3-4

1019-Waternish farm yard 27 may2026-0215-shelagh-qu3

991-Stein 16may2026-0106-shelagh-qu4-5

1120-Gareth’s field-15may2026-0000-qu4-5
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Recorded by:  Shelagh, Nancy, Sarah 
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Rec26-17  Stein-Kildonan-Monkstadt
30th April to 28th May 2026 

1013-Monkstadt 3 (3 crakes) - 28may2026-0142-shelagh-bird2-qu4-5

994-Kildonan-18may2026-2311-shelagh-qu4-5

970-Sarah Boone 31 April 26 stein-qu4-5

967-Stein 30 april2026 2256- NG 261 567-shelagh Nancy-qu5
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Recorded by:  Robert, Shelagh, Lindsey 
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Rec26-23  Ardmore-Geary-Monkstadt-
Totescore

30th April to 14th July 2026

1098-Totescore -14july2026-0500-Lindsey-b-qu4

1094-1 of 2 birds Totescore 10july2026-0230-Lindsey-qu3-4

1089-1 of 2 loud Totescore -6july2026-1045-Lindsey-qu3-4a

1088-Totescore 5july2026-0230-Lindsey-qu5

1081-Monkstadt 1of2-1july2026-shelagh-qu4

1012-Monkstadt 3 (3 crakes) - 28may2026-0142-shelagh-bird1-qu4-5

966-geary ir camera robert 30-4-26 crex x3.5 video_231-qu5
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Recorded by:  Hilary, Pat, Shelagh, Sue, Abby, John 
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Rec26-21 Hallin park-Lon Delista
(PPD pattern from 2023-24-25)

25th May to 1st July 2026 

1079-10 Lionacro-1july2026-shelagh-qu5

1067-Lionacro - 28june2026-0020-John Whitewave-qu4-5

1065-Lon Delista 23june2026-2300-Abby MacLeod-qu4-5

1052-8 hallin Park 8june2026-1546-sue hart-qu5

1053-carnach audiomoth 20260531_002000-qu3-4

1002-8 hallin park 27May2026 0102-shelagh-qu3

1027-10 Hallin Park 26May2026-1034-NG2460059200-Pat Myhill26 May, 10.34_-qu4

1028-10 Hallin Park 26May2026-1034-NG2460059200-Pat Myhill26 May, 11.40_-qu5

1000-8hallin park 25may2026-0050-Hilary Goodall-qu5
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Recorded by:  Andy, Steph 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Rec-10 Glendale

977-9May26-ng1740050200-Steph-qu4

996-Ferinquarrie 20 May2026-0000- Andy stables 2-qu5

999-Ferinquarrie 20 May2026-0000- Andy stables-qu3-4
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Recorded by:  Lindsey 
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Rec26-6 Totescore
2nd to 30th May 2026

1035-Totescore 30may2026-Lindsey Brooke VID-20260530-WA0009-qu3-4

969-Lindsey Totescore VIDEO-2026-05-02-08-24-29-qu4-5
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Recorded by:  Shelagh 
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Rec-26-9 Monkstadt
6th May 2026

976-Monkstadt 6May2026-0026-ng3820067700-shelagh-qu3-4
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Recorded by:  Shelagh, Liz 
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Rec26-29 Peingown
1st July 2026 

1085-Peingown-1 July 2026-1000-Liz Blair-qu4-5

1078-3 Peingown 1july2026-0237-shelagh-qu5
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Recorded by:  Lindsey, Shelagh, John 
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Rec26-18  Idrigill-Scuddiburgh-Lionacro-
Totescore

20th May to 19th July 2026

1111-Totescore 19july2026-2130-Lindsey-qu5

1101-Totescore-18july2026-0630-Lindsey-qu5

1095-2 of 2 birds Totescore 10july2026-0230-Lindsey-qu3-4

1092-Totescore 8july2026-1030-Lindsey-qu4-5

1091-1 of 2 birds Totescore 8July2026-0300-Lindsey-qu3

1082-Monkstadt 2of2-1july2026-shelagh-qu5

1066-Lionacro cnoc Hol - 28june2026-0025-John Whitewave-qu5

1043-Totescore 28may2026-0100-Lindsey Brooke VID-20260529-WA0012-
qu4

1017-Scuddiburgh 28may26-0044-shelagh-qu5

1030-Totescore 20May2026-1244-Lindsey Brooke’s VIDEO-2026-05-20-12-
44-20-qu4
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Recorded by:  Shelagh, Donald, Anne 
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Rec26-19  Idrigil-Cuil-Sheader

1046-Sheader 28 May2026-Donald and Anne-qu5

1015-S Cuil 28may2026-2359-shelagh-qu4-5

997-38 Idrigil-20may2026-0025-shelagh-qu5
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Recorded by:  John Angus, Shelagh, Lindsey 
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Rec26-24 Lionacro-Totescore
28th May to 6th July 2026

1090-2 of 2 faint Totescore -6july2026-1045-Lindsey-qu3

1084-Monkstadt road -1july2026-0054-shelagh-qu5

1009-Lionacro-28May2026-0012-JA macinnes AUDIO-2026-05-28-00-02-12.-qu3-4
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Recorded by:  Shelagh 
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Rec26-33 Hungladder
1st July 2026

1080-Hungladder 1july2026-0214-shelagh-qu5
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Recorded by:  Shelagh 
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Rec26-20 Idrigil-Scuddiburgh
20th May to 28th May 2026

1016-Scuddiburgh 2 -28may2026-0051-shelagh-qu5

998-Idrigil- 20May2026-0036-shelagh-qu5
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Recorded by:  Shelagh 
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Rec26-22 N Cuil

1045-N Cùil 2 June2026-0253-shelagh-qu5
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Detail of Ardmore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Detail of Hallin and Carnach 
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Detail of Stein 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Detail of Uig  
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Detail of Trotternish 
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Possible returning birds, 2025 to 2026,  

(11 from about 25 birds, about 40%) 
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Ardmore 2025
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Totescore 2025

av 26-15
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Stein-Monkstadt 2026
Stein-Waternish farm 2025

av 26-17

av 25-13
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av 25-13
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Hallin Pairc-Ardmore 2026
Ardmore 2025

av 26-27

av 25-23

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

m
s

Ardmore 2026
Totescore 2025

av 26-23

av 25-30

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

m
s

Hallin Park-Lionacro 2026
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