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2025 Skye Corncrake bioacoustic summary. PPD analysis. 

Robert Arnold, Shelagh Parlane. 27/11/2025. 

 

In 2025 I have analysed 3 syllables in each recording rather than 5 to make less 

work. I have adjusted the filtering to remove smudged pulses using the spectrogram, 

in order to utilise lower quality recordings when useful. Recordings with unanalysable 

pulses are mapped and labelled Rec99. 

130 recordings were analysed (74 recorded by SP), recorded by 31 people.  

Several birds were detected moving and so from 32 Record numbers I estimate 

there were 30 calling males. Of these 10 were only recorded on one occasion and so 

are less definite identifications. The total number of calling males is therefore 

between 20 and 30. There were two females recorded calling as well. 

A female with chicks was recorded briefly and identified with camera trap images. 

See “The variety of Corncrake calls”. 

 

There were 28 calling males detected by PPD analysis in 2024 and 27 by the RSPB 

survey. Of the 28 calling males from 2024 there are 9 patterns in 2025 which could 

be returning birds and so there were at least 19 non-returners, which is 67% of the 

2024 males. 
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Timeline 2025

https://www.robertarnold.co.uk/crex/The%20variety%20of%20Corncrake%20calls-2a.pdf
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PPD patterns for 2025 
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Maps for 2025  

Individual maps for more significant Rec numbers and zoomed in 

maps to show more detail. 

 

 

North Skye 

Showing all recordings 
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Recorded by;  Shelagh, Lesley, Howard, Audiomoth 
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Rec1 
Ardmore

818-Ardmore below bitacora 30april2025-1752-NG 22454 60870 shelagh qu5

819-Ardmore below bitacora 1May2025-2311-ng22454 60870-shelagh qu5

868-Ardmore bobs -20May2025-0109-NG 22438 60958 -shelagh-qu4

895-Ardmore willies west field 29May2025-1803-ng-Lesley-qu4

901-Trumpan church-6 June 2025-0155-NG 22546 61140-shelagh-qu5

920-2 Ardmore -12 june2025-0152-NG 2252 6112-shelagh moth 20m-qu5

929-17june2025-1720-1900-ng225613-Howard ackford-qu5

938-Ardmore west field 25 june2025-0057-NG 2241 6124 - shelagh-qu4-5

945-20250702_024800 ardmore a moth

946-20250708_024500 ardmore a moth
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Recorded by;  Shelagh, Audiomoth 

 

 

  

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Rec11
Ardmore

825-Ardmore early cover 6May2025-0107-NG 22449 61293- shelagh-qu2

826-ardmore video 6-5-25 one syllable-qu2

869-Ardmore early cover 20 may2025-0124-NG 22454 61294-shelagh-qu3

871-Corncrake_Mon May 05 2025 23-33-33-qu4

903-20250529_222000 ardmore audiomoth-qu5

904-20250604_235600 ardmore audiomoth-qu2
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Recorded by: Shelagh, Willie, Fiona, Robert 
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Rec12
Hallin - Ardmore

839-20Dunhallin 8May2025- 2339-ng24905910-fiona macleod qu3

844-Marnie’s Dunhallin 10May2025-2324-NG 24971 59147- shelagh-qu2

851-Marnie’s 14may2025-1439-NG 24971 59137-shelagh-qu4

852-Marnie’s drive from Willie MacGillivray at 2252 qu5

874-14-5-25 10-5-pm al My recording 4-converted-qu4

921-3 Ardmore willies - 12june 2025-0144-ng227614-shelagh 50m-qu5
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Recorded by;  Shelagh, Fiona, Helen, Robert 
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Rec2
Hallin

820-8 hallin park-3May1025-0100-ng24905895-sue hart septic tank qu3

822-8 hallin park-5May2025-2325-NG 24649 59116-shelagh qu5

828-helen 6-5-25 VID-20250506-WA0027 qu2

837-fiona or sue qu3

875-14-5-25 10-50pm al My recording 6-converted-bird2-qu2
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Recorded by;  Shelagh, Audiomoth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recorded by;  Shelagh, Lesley 
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Rec3
Geary

823-16geary 6May2025-0004-NG 26471 61457- shelagh qu5

847-Video 14 15 geary12-5-25 qu5

865-14 Geary 20 May 2025-0243-NG 264 613-shelagh-qu5

889-14 Geary 29 May2025-0126-NG 264 613-shelagh-qu5

906-14 Geary-6june2025-0029-NG 265 614-shelagh-qu5

926-14 Geary 12 June 2025-0216-NG 265 614-shelagh moth 15 m-qu5
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Rec4
Geary

867-17 Geary 20 May 2025-0248-NG 26468 61552-shelagh-qu5

890-22 Geary 29May2025-0139-NG 264 613-shelagh-qu2

907-22 Geary 6june2025-0022-NG 266 617-shelagh-qu5

924-23-24 Geary-12 June 2025-0224--265 618 -shelagh ng-qu5

944-lesley 16-7-2025 geary 12-45-qu4
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Recorded by;  Shelagh 
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Rec9
Geary

845-32 Geary 11May2025-0030-NG 2640 6230- shelagh-qu5

891-32geary 29May2025-0146-NG 265 623-shelagh-qu4

908-32 geary 6June2025-0009-NG 265 623-shelagh-qu5

925-32geary 12June 2025-0232-NG 26484 62296-shelagh 10 m-qu4
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Recorded by;  Jill, Gordon, Emma 
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Rec7
Carnach

829-jill carnach 6-5-24-qu2

840-gordon AUD-20250509-WA0000 qu5

843-jill carnachAUDIO-2025-05-10-20-59-39 qu4

850-2025-05-01 emma carnach qu2
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Recorded by;  Shelagh 
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Rec10
Hallin - Waternish farm

846-8 hallin park-10May2025-2342-NG 24660 59118-shelagh-qu5

864-8 hallin park-20May2025-0206-NG 246 591-shelagh-qu5

902-7 hallin park 6june 2025-0116-NG 247 590- shelagh-qu4

919-7 hallin park 12 June 2025-0049-NG 24810 59018- shelagh- moth 10m-qu3-4

941-Waternish farm shed field - 15july2025-0030-NG 2599 5685- shelagh-qu5
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Recorded by:  Aileen, Shelagh 
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Rec13
Stein

853-stein aileen 15-5-25-qu3

858-Aileen 18-5-25-qu3

859-16th May 25 at 2355 Stein field opposite dive centre-qu5

870-Stein 20 may2025-0300-NG 261 567-shelagh-qu5

922-R09_0007 ~ CORNCRAKE ~ WATERNISH FARM ~ 12 June 2025 ~ 'B'-qu3
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Recorded by:  Robert M, Shelagh 
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Rec32   
Waternish farm

940-farm robert m PICT0131 farm 26-6-25-qu3-4

942-Waternish Farm west field nettle -15july2025-0042-NG 2560 5707-
shelagh-qu5
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Recorded by:  Andy, Steph, Shelagh, Audiomoth 

 

 

 

  

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Rec15
Glendale - Hallin

855-Ferrinquarrie 16 May 2025-2318-ng… - Andy stables-qu2

857-ferronquarrie steph 20250517-WA0009-qu3

860-steph 16-5-25 glendale-qu5

899-Pairc mhoir-6june2025-0243-ng253583-shelagh-qu2

914-20250609_000300 moth 4 dunhallin -qu3

918-1 hallin park- 12 June 2025-0022-NG 2524 5853- shelagh moth at 20m-qu5
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Recorded by:  Shelagh, Calum 
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Rec22
Totescore

880-Monkstadt2 23 May2025-0128-ng377672-shelagh-qu5

915-Calum macinnes Totescore ng38566 8-6-25-qu2

930-Totescore 2 crakes 20june2025-0029-ng386658-shelagh-qu2

932-North Totescore - 20june2025-0044-ng384664-shelagh-qu5

937-Totescore 20june2025-0000-ng385658-calum macinnes-qu4
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Recorded by:  John Angus,Shelagh 
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Rec5
Lionacro   

821-Lionacro-3May2025-0900-ng38856775-JA macinnes qu3

833-8 Lionacro 7May2025-0030-ng38906720-shelagh-qu2

834-6-lionacro-7May2025-0200-NG-38896-67221-shelagh qu3

935-Balgown 20june2025-0148-NG 3889 6911-shelagh-qu5
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Recorded by:  Shelagh 
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Rec17
Knockbreck 

866-14 knockbreck 20 May 2025-0223 NG 26743 60183- shelagh-qu2
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Recorded by:  Fiona, Shelagh 
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Rec16
Sheader

872-Sheader 21May2025-0201-NG 418 629-shelagh-qu1

885-26-5-2025 sheadar_1-fiona willoughby-qu2
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Recorded by:  Ian, Matt, Shelagh 
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Rec26
Idrigil

897-Ng 386638-Ian Stewart Idrigil  0830 AUDIO-2025-06-05-11-52-29-qu3

898-field beside the campsite uig matt deamer 20250605_163732-qu5

911-Idrigil-8june2025-0030-NG 384 635- shelagh plus moth100m-qu4
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Detail of Ardmore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Detail of Hallin and Carnach 
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Detail of Stein 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Detail of Uig and Trotternish 

 

 

 


