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6/12/24 (corrected Bird 13, split adding Bird 28) 

2024 Skye Corncrake call pattern summary 

Robert Arnold, Shelagh Parlane 

 

 
Adult just showing beside dense vegetation. Ardmore. © Shelagh Parlane 

 
Juvenile. 12th July 2024. Waternish Farm trail camera. © Robert Montgomery 

 

Overview of 2024 
We have found 32 PPD patterns which are probably from 28 male birds, an increase 

from the 19 males in 2023 (including an extra late one from the Audiomoth recording 

analysis from Varkasaig). There was one female recorded.  

 

The RSPB Skye Corncrake census, done by the specified standard method, recorded 14 

for 2023 and 27 for 2024. 

 

There have been 139 analysed recordings for 2024 from Skye made by 37different 
people (72 recordings were made by Shelagh Parlane, RSPB Skye Corncrake Officer) 
and also 11 recordings from Canna, made by Bob Swann and Alastair Young of the 
Canna Ringing Team, of 12 PPD patterns which represent 9 male birds (in a separate 
summary for Canna). 
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Notes  
A range of certainty is useful when attempting to detect movements or match PPD 
patterns of Corncrakes between survey nights. I am using; Impossible. Unlikely. Possible. 
Probable. Definite. 
 
In order to track Corncrakes with some certainty, recordings need to be qu4 or qu5 (my 
normal estimated measure of clarity of the recording and lack of ambiguity about the start 
of the pulses) and ideally there must be recordings for all the calling birds heard on all the 
survey nights. This is impossibly difficult to achieve so the result of any PPD analysis will 
be uncertain to some degree. However some conclusions or speculations are still 
possible with different degrees of certainty. 
 

I have been using mostly 4 or 5 quality (qu4, qu4-5, qu5), and lower quality when useful, 

for this analysis (quality 5 is best, 1 is barely analysable. The necessary parameters are; 

5 syllables averaged, a sharp rise at the start of pulses, signal to noise moderately good, 

first pulse clearly defined). I have used either the first or second syllables, like the 

summaries of 2022 and 2023.  

Similar PPD patterns which belong to different birds can confuse the analysis, especially 

when two individuals with similar patterns appear in nearby locations. The patterns might 

be, but are not necessarily, the same individual and there is no way to confirm or deny 

the conjecture. There is best confidence in the interpretation of PPD patterns in 

recordings when patterns are clearly definitely different.   

As well as difficulties discriminating birds when their PPD patterns are the same, poor 

recording quality (e.g. noise overlaying the calls or faint recording because of large 

distance) and inaccurate marking of the start of pulses in the analysis can merge patterns 

making discrimination difficult.  

The record numbers have been allocated sequentially as the birds were first heard 

calling. In this summary, like the 2023 summary, records identified as possibly the same 

bird moving have been placed together so that the possible (but not certain) move and 

the similarity of the PPD patterns are displayed.  
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Map of Records on Skye for 2024 
Analysed male Corncrake call recordings plotted with the 32 'Record numbers' 

representing probably 28 male birds and one calling female bird. 
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Recorded by;   John, Shelagh 
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Rec1
Hallin Park. 21st April 2024

9 Hallin park-21April2024-ng24725927 or 247591-Shelagh-qu5

8 HALLIN PARK 21 April 2024-ng24725917-NG246.593- R09_0004-john-
qu4-5-pulse start muffled
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Recorded by;   Aileen, Shelagh 
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Rec7
Stein. 4th May to 26th May 2024

Stein 2 4May2024-0353-ng264565-qu5

09.05.24 west house garden Stein Aileen New Recording 29-qu4

Stein 126385 856577 26may2024-1911-ng263565-shelagh-qu5
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Bird 1 (probable). 

Record 1 and Record 7. 2.7 km move (red arrow). Tracked for 35 days 

 

 

Recorded by;   Aileen, John, Shelagh 
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Record 1 + 7
Hallin Park to Stein. 21st April to 26th May 2024

8 HALLIN PARK 21 April 2024-ng24725917-NG246.593- R09_0004-john-qu4-5-pulse start
muffled
9 Hallin park-21April2024-ng24725927 or 247591-Shelagh-qu5

Stein 2 4May2024-0353-ng264565-qu5

09.05.24 west house garden Stein Aileen New Recording 29-qu4

Stein 126385 856577 26may2024-1911-ng263565-shelagh-qu5
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Recorded by;   Aileen, Gill, Shelagh  
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Rec2
Stein. 23rd April to 21st May 2024

Stein 23 april 2024 23.10 Aileen-2-qu4
Stein 25-4-24 2300 Aileen New Recording 6a-qu4
Stein 2320 26th April Aileen New Recording 7-qu5
Stein-28 April2024-2255-ng262567-qu5
Stein Aileen 30.4.24 2220 sara driveway New Recording 19-qu5
Stein Aileen 1.5.24 2310 New Recording 21-qu4-5
Gill 15-5-24 daytime stein VID-20240516-WA0000-qu5
Lochbay 16May2024-1022-ng265565-shelagh-qu5
Lochbay (Stein) 19 May 2024 0158 R09_0006 john-qu5
 Lochbay (Stein) 19 May 2024 0223 R09_0008 john-qu5
19-20.05.24 between bi Allan and Sara New Recording 37-qu4-5
Stein Stein 21May2024-0255-ng263565-qu5



8 
 

 
 

Recorded by;   Fiona, Shelagh 
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Rec27 
Carnach. 2nd to 12th June 2024 

Neal Hately 2June2024-0219-NG 24090 59213-Shelagh-qu5
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Bird 2 (probable). 

Record 2 and Record 27. 3.5 km move (red arrow). Tracked for 47 days 
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Record 2 + 27

Stein to Carnach. 23rd April to 12th June 2024

Stein 23 april 2024 23.10 Aileen-2-qu4

Stein 25-4-24 2300 Aileen New Recording 6a-qu4

Stein 2320 26th April Aileen New Recording 7-qu5

Stein-28 April2024-2255-ng262567-qu5

Stein Aileen 30.4.24 2220 sara driveway New Recording 19-qu5

Stein Aileen 1.5.24 2310 New Recording 21-qu4-5

Gill 15-5-24 daytime stein VID-20240516-WA0000-qu5

Lochbay 16May2024-1022-ng265565-shelagh-qu5

Stein Stein 21May2024-0255-ng263565-qu5

Neal Hately 2June2024-0219-NG 24090 59213-Shelagh-qu5

10 carnach 9 June2024-1914-ng241593-fiona macleod AUD-20240609-WA0003-qu4-5

10 Carnach 12June2024-0001-NG 23996 59360-shelagh-qu5
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Bird 3, “Bob” (definite). 

380 m move (red arrow). Tracked for 90 days 

 

 
 

Recorded by;   Ali, Derek, Graham, Lesley, Robert, Shelagh, Willie 
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Rec3 "Bob"
Ardmore, Bob's house to car park. 28th April to 27th 

July 2024

Ardmore 28 April2024-2357 NG 22486088-qu5
Ardmore-Bobs-4May2024-0232-ng22456085-qu5
Ardmore bobs12May2024-0150ng224609-shelagh-qu5
Ardmore 2june2024-0246-NG 22464 61276-Shelagh-qu5
Ardmore west field 5June2024-1709-ng224612-shelagh-qu3
ardmore car park 11June2024-2121-Ali MacDonald AUD-20240611-WA0019-qu4-5
Derek at Ardmore carpark 2330 11th june AUD-20240611-WA0018-qu5
Ardmore carpark 12June2024-0054-NG 22467 61272-shelagh-qu5
graham ardmore 13-6-24 AUDIO-2024-06-16-19-53-01-qu4
Ardmore car park 22 June2024-0159-NG 22469 61275-Shelagh-qu5
Robert ardmore 29-6-24 1920-qu5
Ardmore west field 6July2024-1500-ng224613-Lesley grey-qu2-3
Ardmore west side robert 2024-07-21 2027-qu3
Ardmore car park W Willie MacG 2215 22-7-24-qu5
Ardmore 27-7-24 VID-20240729-WA0004-qu3-4



11 
 

 

Recorded by;   Shelagh 
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Rec4
Stein. 4th May 2024

Stein 1 4May2024-0010-NG262567-qu4

Stein 1-4May2024-0345-NG 26251 56730-
qu5
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Recorded by;  Barry, John, Shelagh 
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Rec6
Hallin Park. 7th May to 23rd June 2024

R09_0009  6 (HALLIN PARK) 7 May 2024 0002 John-qu4-5

5 hallin Park 12May2024-0241-ng248587-shelagh-qu5

 6 Hallin Park 19 May 2024 02.35 R09_0012 John-qu4

4 hallin park 21May2024-0022-ng250586-shelagh-qu5

17th june 2024 Barry 1200 7 hallin park-qu3

7 hallin park 23 June 2024 1710-NG 248 590-shelagh-qu5
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Bird 4 (probable). 

Record 4 and Record 6. 2.3 km move (red arrow). Tracked for 50 days 
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Record 4 + 6
Stein to Hallin Park. 4th May to 23rd June 2024

Stein 1-4May2024-0345-NG 26251 56730-qu5

Stein 1 4May2024-0010-NG262567-qu4

R09_0009  6 (HALLIN PARK) 7 May 2024 0002 John-qu4-5

5 hallin Park 12May2024-0241-ng248587-shelagh-qu5

 6 Hallin Park 19 May 2024 02.35 R09_0012 John-qu4

4 hallin park 21May2024-0022-ng250586-shelagh-qu5

17th june 2024 Barry 1200 7 hallin park-qu3

7 hallin park 23 June 2024 1710-NG 248 590-shelagh-qu5



14 
 

Bird 5 (definite). 

13 km move (red arrow). Tracked for 37 days 

 

 
 

Recorded by;  Donnie, Shelagh 
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Rec5
Geary to Lionacro. 4th May to 10th June 2024

Donnie tablet shed geary 4may2024-2300.ng265ng2-qu4

32 Geary 12May2024-0220-ng264623-shelagh-qu5

32 Geary 21May2024-0147-ng266618-shelagh-qu5

Lionacro2 10June2024-0224-ng392674-shelagh-qu5
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Bird 6 (definite). 

2.3 km move (red arrow). Tracked for 61 days 

 

 
 

Recorded by;  Blair, Brian, Donna, Jill, Shelagh 
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Rec8
Carnach to Waternish farm. 7th May to 31st July 2024

carnach donna 7-5-24.-qu2
8Carnach-12May2024-0127- NG 24159 59319-shelagh-qu5
Carnach Blair AUDIO-2024-05-12-17-22-52-qu5
Carnach Brian AUD-20240514-WA0015-qu4
Carnach 21May2024-0040-ng242593-shelagh-qu5
Halistra-21May2024-2230-ng244594-Jil AUDIO-2024-05-21-22-29-20-qu2-3
Taobh thall 2June 2024-0204-ng243592-Shelagh-qu5
11 Hallin park-0018-NG 2438 5918-shelagh-qu5
Waternish farm burn field -7july2024-0117-ng256573-shelagh-qu5
Waternish Farm 31july2024-0107-ng25635721-Shelagh-qu5
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Bird 7 (definite). 

0.6 km move (red arrow). Tracked for 57 days 

 

 
 

Recorded by;  John, Shelagh, Robert M 
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Rec9
Stein to Waternish farm. 11th May to 7th July 2024

Stein John R09_0008 FARM ENTRANCE 11 MAY 2024 01.23 -qu5

Wat Farm 12-5-24-Robert M-IV55 8-qu5

Waternish farm-21May2024-0006-ng-qu2

Waternish farm oans-7july2024-0114-ng 257569-shelagh-qu5
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Bird 8 (definite). 

250 m move and back 250 m. Tracked for 10 days 

 

 
 

Recorded by;  Ann, Donna, Shelagh 
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Rec10 
Geary. 11th to 21st May 2024

Geary 11 May 2024 1737 Ann 11.5.24 2327-qu4

16 Geary 14May2024-1520-ng265615-Donna-qu4-5

Geary 24-25 15May2024 2013-NG265618-Ann New Recording 6-qu4

17 Geary 21May2024-0200-ng265616-shelagh-qu5
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Bird 9 (definite) 

0 km move. Tracked for 1day 

 

 

Recorded by;  Seamas 
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Rec11
Glen Conon. 1st to 6th May 2024

Seumas glen conon 1-6-may NG4163orncrake 5-qu3
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Bird 10 (definite). 

500 m move. Tracked for 57 days 

 

 
 

Recorded by;  Calum, Lindsey, Shelagh 
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Rec12
Totescore. 15th May to 11th July 2024

Totescore Lindsey 15thmay2024 VID-20240516-WA0002-qu2

Totescore 19May2024-2300-ng380658-Lindsey VID-20240520-WA0000-qu4-
5
Totescore 22May2024-0039-NG 38036557- shelagh-qu4

Totscore 25May2024-0138-NG 3800 6553--shelagh-qu5

Totescore 26June2024-0148- ng384655-shelagh-qu5

4 totescore 30 June2024- 0100-ng385658-calum macinnes-qu5
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Recorded by;  Isobel 
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Rec14 "Philip"
Trumpan. 17th may 2024 

Trumpan 17th may 24 Isobel-qu3-4
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Recorded by;  Heather, Shelagh 
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Rec21
Lionacro. 25th to 28th May 2024

Lionacro 2-25May2024-0210-NG390670-shelagh-qu5

Lionacro 28May2024-2225-ng388655-Heather Clyne-qu5
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Bird 11 (probable). 

17 km move. Tracked for 11 days 
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Rec14 + 21
Trumpan to Lionacro. 17th May to 28th May 2024

Trumpan 17th may 24 Isobel-qu3-4

Lionacro 2-25May2024-0210-NG390670-shelagh-qu5

Lionacro 28May2024-2225-ng388655-Heather Clyne-qu5
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Bird 11 (adding Rec 34). 

 

 
 

Recorded by;  Shelagh 
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Rec34
Lionacro. 26th June 2024

Lionacro 26-June2024-0018-ng386673-shelagh-qu5
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Bird 11 (probable). 

17 km move. Tracked for 40 days  
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Rec14 + 21 + 34
Trumpan to Lionacro. 17th May to 26th June 2024

Trumpan 17th may 24 Isobel-qu3-4

Lionacro 2-25May2024-0210-NG390670-shelagh-qu5

Lionacro 28May2024-2225-ng388655-Heather Clyne-qu5

Lionacro 26-June2024-0018-ng386673-shelagh-qu5
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Recorded by;  Andy, Lynden 
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Rec15
Glendale. 19th to 21st May 2024

Croft 20 Feriniquarrie 19th may VID-20240520-WA0002-qu3-4

Feriniquarrie 21May2024-2341-ng-Andy stables AUDIO-2024-05-21-23-41-22-qu2-3

19A Feriniquarrie Lynden 21-5-24 MixPre-167 CORNCRAKE 3-qu5
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Recorded by;  Shelagh 
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Rec26
Lyndale. 1st June 2024

Lyndale 1June2024-1743-NG 36533 54065-shelagh-4-5
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Bird 12 (probable). 

19.1 km move. Tracked for 13 days 
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Rec15 + 26
Glendale to Lyndale. 19th May to 1st June 2024

Croft 20 Feriniquarrie 19th may VID-20240520-WA0002-qu3-4

Feriniquarrie 21May2024-2341-ng-Andy stables AUDIO-2024-05-21-23-41-22-
qu2-3
19A Feriniquarrie Lynden 21-5-24 MixPre-167 CORNCRAKE 3-qu5

Lyndale 1June2024-1743-NG 36533 54065-shelagh-4-5
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Bird 13 (definite). 

0.5 km move. Tracked for 14 days 

 

 

Recorded by;  Brian, Shelagh 
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Rec16
Dunanellerich. 21st May to 6th June 2024

Dunanellerich brian Two calling this evening, location as before21.05.2024. 00.14-qu4

7 Dunanellerich 29May2024-0108-ng 28734184-shelagh.-qu5

06.06.24. 01.20 brian dunanellerich-qu3-4
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Bird 28 (definite). 

0.6 km move. Tracked for 22 days 

 

 

Recorded by;  Shelagh 
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Rec24
N. Totescore and Lionacro. 25th May to 16th June 

2024

N totescore-25May2024-0153-NG 38806615-shelagh-qu5

Lionacro 10June2024-0202 -ng385667-shelagh-qu3-4

Lionacro 16June1014-0133-ng386668-shelagh-qu4-1 of 2louder
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Bird 14 (definite). 

0 km move. Tracked for 8 days 

 

 
 

Recorded by;  Shelagh, Siobhain 
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Rec17  
Borve. 14th to 22nd May 2024

borve siobhain 14th may24 VID-20240608-WA0001-qu5

Borve 22May2024-0319-NG 45404762-shelagh-qu5
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Recorded by;  Jamie 
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Rec18
Totescore. 24th May 2024

Totescore north-24May2024-2215-ng388662-Jamie-qu5
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Recorded by;  Kevin, Calum 
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Rec29
Harlosh to Totescore. 19th May to 11th July 2024

Harlosh hotel kevin 19th may 24 Voice 005-qu5

Totescore 11july2024-2340-calum macinnes-1of2-qu3-4
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Bird 15 (definite). 

26 km move. Tracked for 53 days 
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Rec18 + 29
Harlosh to Totescore. 19th May to 11th July 2024

Harlosh hotel kevin 19th may 24 Voice 005-qu5

Totescore north-24May2024-2215-ng388662-Jamie-qu5

Totescore 11july2024-2340-calum macinnes-1of2-qu3-4
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Bird 16 (probable). 

10 km move. Tracked for 32 days 

 

 
 

Recorded by;  Shelagh, Sophie 
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Rec20
Scudiburgh to Shulista. 25th May to 26th June 2024

Shulista 26 june2024 0015 ng ng436745-sophie Bradshaw-qu4

scudiburgh2 - 2 birds- 25May2024-0100-ng377653-shelagh-1of2-qu3-4
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Bird 17 (definite). 

0.6 km move. Tracked for 32 days 

 

 
 

Recorded by;  Shelagh 
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N. Totescore/Lionacro.  25th May to 26th June 2024

Lionacro1 25May2024-0206-ng286667-shelagh-qu3-4

Lionacro1 25may2024-0222-ng384655-shelagh-qu3

North totescore10Jne2024-0156-ng388665-shelagh-qu5

Lionacro 16June1014-0133-ng386668-shelagh-qu4-2 of 2

Lionacro-north totescore 26June2024-0122-ng285666-shelagh-qu5
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Bird 18 (definite). 

0 km move. Tracked for 1 day 

 

 
 

Recorded by;  Shelagh 
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Rec23
Lionacro. 25th May 2024

Lionacro3 25May2024-0219-ng391673-shelagh-qu5
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Bird 19 (definite). 

25 km move. Tracked for 15 days 

 

 
 

Recorded by;  Brian, Shelagh 
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Rec25
Dunanellerich to Totescore. 26th May to 10th June 

2024 

Harlosh 26May2024-0109-NG 2897 4205-shelagh-qu5

Dunanellerich 26.05.24 brian 26.05.24 23.30-qu3-4

Dunanellerich 26.05.24 brian 26.05.24 11.35-qu3-4

Dunanellerich 28 may 2024 brian two birds 28.05.24 01.15-qu3-4

Harlosh bird on 29May2024 time 2am Ng289420-shelaghIMG_3227-qu4

Totescore 10 June2024-0126-ng383662-shelagh-qu5
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Bird 20 (definite). 

16.6 km move (red arrow). Tracked for 46 days 

 

 
 

Recorded by;  Shelagh, Robert M 
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Waternish farm to Lionacro. 3rd June to 26th June 

2024

Waternish Farm 3June2024-1900-NG262568-Robert Montgomery Waternish Farm 24-
qu4-5
Waternish Farm 12June2024-0239-NG 2600 5687-shelagh-qu4-5

Waternish farm Robert 15june 2024 125588 857027 IV55 16-qu4-5

Lionacro bus shelter 26june2024-0027-ng389676-shelagh-qu5
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Bird 21 (definite). 

0 km move. Tracked for 1 day 

 

 
 

Recorded by;  Shelagh 
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Totescore 10 June 2024-0136

Totescore 2 -10June2024-0136-NG 38360-66042-shelaghng-qu4-5
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Bird 22 (definite). 

0.4 km move. Tracked for 12 days 

 

 
 

Recorded by;  Shelagh 
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Heribusta. 14th to 26th June 2024

Herebusta 14June2024-2343-ng401716-shelagh-qu2-
3
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Recorded by;   Lindsey, Shelagh 
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Totescore. 25th to 26th June 2024 

Totescore 25June2024-0945-ng383662-lindsey-qu5
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Recorded by;   Hannah 
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Sartle. 5th July 2024

Sartle 5July2024-1814-ng458677-Hannah gillies-qu5
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Bird 23 (probable). 

7.5 km move. Tracked for 10 days 

 

 
 

Recorded by;   Lindsey, Shelagh 
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Totescore to Sartle. 25th June to 5th July 2024  

Totescore 25June2024-0945-ng383662-lindsey-qu5

Totescore 26June2024-0008- ng385655-shelagh-qu4-5

Sartle 5July2024-1814-ng458677-Hannah gillies-qu5
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Bird 24 (definite). 

0 km move. Tracked for 4 days 

 

 
 

Recorded by;   Shelagh 
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Monkstadt. 26th to 30th June 2024 

Monkstadt 26June2024-0053 ng 377676-shelagh-qu5

Monkstadt 30 June 2024 0201-ng279676-qu5-2syll
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Bird 25 (probable). 

0 km move. Tracked for 1 day 

 

 
 

Recorded by;   Shelagh 
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Totescore. 26th June 2024

Totescore 26June2024-0155-ng 38378 66033-shelagh-funny call-qu3
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Bird 26 (probable). 

0 km move. Tracked for 1 day 

 

 
 

Recorded by;   Shelagh 
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Totescore. 26th June 2024

Totescore 26june2024-0202ng383662-shelagh-qu4
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Bird 27 (definite). 

0 km move. Tracked for 1 day 

 

 
 

Recorded by;   Shelagh 
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Lyndale. 9th July 2024

Lyndale -9July2024-23.22-ng363542-shelagh-qu5
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Table of 2024 tracking information 

 

 

Bird distance km days tracked Area 

1 2.7 35 Waternish 

2 3.5 47 Waternish 

3 0.38 90 Waternish 

4 2.3 50 Waternish 

5 13 37 Waternish + Trotternish 

6 2.3 61 Waternish 

7 0.6 57 Waternish 

8 0.25 10 Waternish 

9 0 1 Trotternish 

10 0.5 57 Trotternish 

11 17 40 Waternish + Trotternish 

12 19.1 13 Glendale + Lyndale 

13 0.5 14 Harlosh 

14 0 8 Borve 

15 26 53 Harlosh + Trotternish 

16 10 32 Trotternish 

17 0.6 32 Trotternish 

18 0 1 Trotternish 

19 25 15 Harlosh + Trotternish 

20 16.6 46 Waternish + Trotternish 

21 0 1 Trotternish 

22 0.4 12 Trotternish 

23 7.5 10 Trotternish 

24 0 4 Trotternish 

25 0 1 Trotternish 

26 0 1 Trotternish 

27 0 1 Lyndale 

28 0.6 22 Trotternish 

Average 6.8 34 excluding single day records 

Range 0 - 26 1 - 90   
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Maps of main Corncrake areas in 2024 

 

 
9 birds on Waternish 

 

 
16 birds on Trotternish 
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3 birds at Harlosh 
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PPD analysis of 2023 to 2024 Corncrake calls fom Skye and Canna. 
Possible returning birds 

 
The PPD measurements have been averaged for each recognisable ‘bird’ as analysed 
for Skye 2023 and Skye 2024 recordings. This produces a matrix of correlations in Excel 
between all the pairs. There are 27 ‘birds’ identified by PPD analysis for Skye 2024 and 
18 from Skye 2023. There were 9 probable ‘birds’ for Canna in 2024 and 8 from 2023. 
They have all been compared to each other in a matrix of Pearson correlation coefficients 
‘r’. 

  

The pairs that match using the correlation coefficient (r>0.95) have been plotted together 
and any very similar, nearly identical patterns that could be significant are printed below.   

  

They indicate 7 possible returning birds to Skye in 2024 from Skye 2023. There were 18 

or 19 birds estimated from PPD analysis in 2023 so a possible return rate to Skye of 

about 39%. It is more certain to say that of the 18 or 19 birds in 2023 11 or 12 (61%) 

definitely did not return because the PPD patterns are definitely not matching well with 

any in 2024. In addition there could have been two birds from Canna 2023 which 

returned to Skye in 2024 and also two appeared to return from Skye 2023 to Canna in 

2024. 

 

All corncrakes can see the same suitable locations when they arrive back from Africa. 

They appear not to be particularly site faithful.  

 

First year birds do not call and so are not detected by this acoustic survey. Returning 

birds can be either 2nd year birds who have not been calling males before or 3rd year or 

older having been callers in their 2nd or later years. It is also possible that they can 

match the PPD pattern of their parent or sibling, if as I believe, the PPD pattern is a 

mechanically determined characteristic fixed by each bird’s anatomy and so possibly 

genetically inherited. This adds some more uncertainty and also interest to the analysis. 

(See below some evidence for this from Skye 2023 and 2024) 
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The 7 birds from Skye 2023 matching birds in Skye 2024 which are possible 
returning birds 
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Note about Monkstadt 2023 to 2024 and ‘Bird 3’ on Waternish 2024 

This pattern is very recognisable, and it is notable that the returning bird chose the same 

location at Monkstadt on Trotternish.  

 

This very unusual pattern is also seen for ‘bird 3’ on Waternish in 2024,  

(Rec3 “Bob” Ardmore, below).  

 

This raises the intriguing possibility that the PPD pattern, which I believe is an 

anatomically determined characteristic, can indicate a genetic relationship between a 

parent and offspring or between siblings. In this case a bird recorded at Monkstadt on 
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Trotternish appears to have returned there the following year and possibly one of his 

offspring or a sibling started calling at Ardmore on Waternish at the same time. 

 

 

Note about possible movements between Canna and Skye in 2023 and Canna and 

Skye in 2024 

These two birds that were on Canna in 2023, probably appeared on Skye in 2024.  
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These two birds that were on Skye in 2023, probably appeared on Canna in 2024.  
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